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The instruments used are dappu, gumela, dhol, wettle and phara, all percussion instruments
and a small shehnai called 'pepri' and khalikolam, a brass instrument which produces a
jingle sound. The same dance has several variations when they are played during Deevali,
the harvest festival and marriage rituals. On festive occasions, the male Dandari dancers
confronted by Gusadi dancers play hide and seek to the merriment of the entire tribe.
The Raj Gonds perform another dance, called 'Demsa1 in which both male and female
members participate. Sometimes the male members attire themselves as females. The women
form an outer circle, sing songs to the rhythm of the dance. This is performed especially
during marriage ceremonies.
Mayura danca: The Mayura dance is performed by Samantha (Khond) men during marriage
ceremonies. It is a dance depicting the entire marital ceremony in a sequential order followed
by the girl's elopement with another man, divorcing her husband. The dance is in fact an
enactment of these events.
The dance gets its name from the king of the forest birds, the peacock, which represents
the youth. The male dancers sit in a circle when the invocation to Mother Goddess is sung.
They then slowly get up and jump, crying like wild peacocks. They stand in two rows and
spread the long tufts of peacock feathers tucked into their waist band. They start dancing
moving to the left and right as a peacock would do.
Dlmsa dance of Araku valley : The dance common to all the tribes of Visakhapatnam is
the Dimsa dance. It is an ensemble dance in which the rich and the poor, the young and
the old participate, especially during the Chaitra festival. Danced to the accompaniment of
mori, kiridi, tudumu and dappu, it depicts the happy occasion of the joining of the bride with
the bride-groom. It has several parts in which both, male and female dancers participate.
Gunderl, Goddl-Beta, Pothar-Tola, Bodo, Natikari, Khunda, and Bhag are the various stages
of this dance sequence. Though tribal dances are all usually group dances, Natikari is the
one exception. This Is a solo dance sequence performed only by a Valmiki youth during thp
Diwali festival.
Peramakok Ata or Bison-Horn Dance; The Koyas perform this virile dance during the Bhudevi
Pandaga, celebrating the successful return of the men,from a hunting expedition. They put
on bison horns and a peacock feather on their heads and wear colourful dress. As they
dance, they sing In praise of Mutyalamma, Gangalamma, Bhudevi and other hill deities. The
women sing the songs ending with a refrain 'refc rela re...', 'rela' or 'relli, being a small plant
under which, as the legend goes, the ancestor of the Koyas was born. While women folk
sing the songs and dance around the men, the men In bison horns collide with each other
like bisons, with jumps and rhythmic movements.
Mamidlkotha Dane*; This dance performed by Konda Reddis and Koyas, to the accompaniment
of two drums and a wood bean, the former played by men and the latter by women, is
a harvest dance. Surging and retreating, gliding sideways and jumping and moving In an
anti-clock-wise direction are the common steps In this dance.